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It was while the movement was on the declining
curve that France was governed by the Directory,
a body of men whose collective epitaph may thus be
written : " They preserved the land-settlement of the
Revolution and introduced conscription into Europe/'
De Maistre, the philosopher of the Catholic reaction,
argued that States were never the product of an
articulate process of deliberation, but that, springing
from some hidden root, they grew in virtue of a
mysterious organizing principle of which no man
could render an account. A country was made, not
out of calculation but out of patriotism, and lived,
not by the lamp of reasoned self-interest, but by the
inner glow of a national tradition. Men did not obey
written constitutions or philosophies ; they obeyed
mysteries. Active obedience could only be due to
the deep inarticulate call of instinct. The Jacobins
put out declarations of the Rights of Man, and estab-
lished a system of popular government which was,
as popular government always must be, nothing but
organized ostracism. In so doing they were, according
to De Maistre, ignoring the character of the world
in which they lived. They believed that Justice
could be realized on earth, whereas God is unjust in
time though just in eternity ; they thought that
the world was rational, whereas it is a system
of profound, solid, and vigorous absurdities ; they
believed in the existence of Humanity, whereas we
can know nothing but individual men. None the
less, having the sentiment of the indivisibility of their
country, the Jacobins were the blind instruments of
God. They saw that France should be a nation and
they made her a nation. The long obscure process
of history, begun in the dim Middle Ages, sanctified